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In the previous parshah, Hashem describes in great detail 
how to build the mishkan and how to create a space for His 
presence, the  .שכינהHe introduces this idea with the verse 
that states that if you build it, I will come:  ועשו לי מקדש, ושכנתי
  בתוכם.

 
In this parashah, the Torah describes in further detail all of the 
vestments for the priests, including the special ones for the 
Kohen Gadol. Doing all of these things allows Hashem to sanctify the Mishkan and 
the priests who serve in it.  ן ֹ֥ ש ְלכַּה  ֵ֖ ד  ִּ֛יו ֲאקַּ נָּ ן וְֶאת־בָּ חַּ וְֶאת־ַאֲהר ֹ֧ ֵּ֑ ִמְזב  ד וְֶאת־הַּ ֵ֖ ֶהל מֹוע  י ֶאת־א ֹ֥ ְשִתִּ֛ וְִקדַּ
י׃  ִלִֽ
 
This concept of holiness reinforces the notion that holiness resides in a special 
place, with special people, with particular clothing. Holiness requires separation from 
the ordinary and appears, in a way, inaccessible to the average person. 
 
How strange, then, that immediately following this declaration of holiness, the Torah 
quotes Hashem as saying,  אֹלִהִֽים ם ל  ֶהֵ֖ יִתי לָּ ִיֹ֥ ל וְהָּ ֵּ֑ א  י יְִשרָּ ָׁ֣ ֹוְך ְבנ  י ְבתֵ֖ נְִתִּ֔ כַּ ָׁ֣  and I will reside)וְשָּ
among the people of Israel and I will be their God.) The Netsiv explains that G-d’s 
presence resides most evidently in the Mishkan, but even among the people in regu-
lar situations, Hashem’s presence resides, though not as obviously. Indeed, it ap-
pears as if the creation of a place of Holiness is a precondition for, but also a catalyst 
for, Hashem’s presence to exist elsewhere wherever the people of Israel cohort to-
gether. 
 
We need models of sanctity, places of sanctuary, to help us understand what it 
means to connect to the Divine. These places - the mishkan, our synagogues, our 
schools - are indispensable for our religious personalities to develop. At the same 
time, we must know that our feeling of Hashem’s presence cannot remain solely in 
those places. That’s not the life of a Jew. That’s not the religious life. That’s not the 
life devoted to G-d.  
 
Build me a holy place, says G-d, so that my presence doesn’t have to reside only 
there. In fact, the verse says specifically,  ועשו לי מקדש, ושכנתי בתוכם–   make for me a 
mishkan so that I will dwell among them (not in it). Build it so that you can take the 
inspiration from inside and bring it outside, to every place that we live and interact 
with people.  
 
We try our best to create a holy place in school, a place where the “voices of small 
children” help to sustain the world (as I am fond of quoting), but the only way that we 
know that we have truly created a holy place is when our children - and our gradu-
ates - take this holiness with them out into the world.  


