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At first glance, this Shabbos might seem like nothing 
special.  But for us in the High School, it’s clear from 
our Shabbaton packing list that there’s something unor-
dinary about this Shabbos.  Besides pillows and sleep-
ing bags, we are bringing with us 2 or 3 sifrei Torah! In 
hindsight we should have been smarter not to schedule our retreat over Shab-
bos, Rosh Chodesh, and Parshat HaChodesh…but the more Torahs the merri-
er, right? 

 
“HaChodesh hazeh lachem rosh chadashim” (Shemot 12:1), the opening 

words of the Maftir for Parshat HaChodesh, are introducing the first explicit 
mitzvah given to Bnei Yisrael.  These words are famous for another reason; 
they are included in Rashi’s very first comment in the entire Torah- at the start 
of Bereshit! What is Rosh Chodesh doing in the creation story? Rashi asks 
(Bereshit 1:1) why doesn’t the Torah begin with “hachodesh hazeh lachem”, 
the first mitzvah? If the Torah is, first and foremost, a book of commandments, 
it should start off strong with the first commandment.  The Nesivos  Shalom, 
the Rebbe of Slonim, writes that Rashi is mentioning something bigger than 
just a logical place to start the Torah.  He is alluding to a relationship between 
Bnei Yisrael and the moon that runs deep in our collective consciousness.  

 
Emphasizing the words lachem (for you), the Nesivos Shalom teaches 

that the lunar calendar was given to Bnei Yisrael exclusively, and not to the 
other nations of the world.  The rest of the world calculates time based on the 
sun, while Bnei Yisrael is fixed to the moon.  At some points, the moon is bright 
and clear, and other times it is invisible.  So too, Jews throughout history go 
through stages of widespread renown to stages of exile and mistreatment.  (It 
is interesting to note that the author writes that the people of Israel are usually 
in darkness, while only occasionally enjoying the respect of the nations around 
them).  This in itself is not praise for our unique nation; to be sure it sounds like 
we’ve just been dealt a bad hand of cards.  The real teaching is that through-
out these stages, even at the nadir of darkness, they remained hopeful that 
they would return to a stage of brightness.  

 
 

  



 
During Kiddush Levana each month, we say “chok u’zman natan lahem 

shelo yashnu et tafkidam; sassim u’smaychim l’asot ratzon konam”.  Hashem 
gave them a “law and a time” i.e. the lunar cycle.  Nevertheless, sassim 
u’smaychim, happily and joyously they do the will of their creator.  Rashi suggests 
that the Torah could and should start off with this mitzvah because it is the root 
and reason for the survival of the Jewish people.  Regardless of their surround-
ings, the fluctuations of the world, their fealty to Hashem does not waver.  Of 
course it’s more challenging to commit to God and Torah when “the moon is new”, 
but our faith in Hashem remains as strong as our belief that the new moon will be-
come full again.   

 
Furthermore, the Slonimer writes, that the sun rules only by day but the 

moon rules by day as well as by night.  Whether visible or not, the moon is a con-
stant.  Even without the tiniest spark of light to illuminate the moon, Bnei Yisrael 
loves its creator with a full heart.   

 
Next week the high school begins UMatter week, spearheaded by Judah 

Lopatin and Yaffa Klausner.  The programming focuses on mental health aware-
ness about ourselves and the people around us.  I anticipate that one thing that 
will be shared by our brave speakers is that they allowed themselves to see the 
light beyond the darkness.  This is a uniquely Jewish strength that should continue 
to allow each of us to grow beyond our challenges.   
  


