
PARSHAT BEHAR 
Dr. Josh Levisohn 
 

The beginning of this week’s parashah, Behar, sounds pretty 
familiar:  ּו ְלךָ֗ ְיֵמ֙י ים ְוָהיָּ֣ ִ֑ ַבע ְפָעמ  ָּ֣ ים ש  ִ֖ ַבע ָשנ  ֶׁ֥ ים ש  ת ָשנ ִ֔ ַבע ַשְבת ָּ֣ ְוָסַפְרָתָּ֣ ְלךָ֗ ש ֶׁ֚
ה  ים ָשָנָֽ ִ֖ ַשע ְוַאְרָבע  ים ֵתֶׁ֥ ת ַהָשנ ִ֔ ַבע ַשְבת ָּ֣ )“ש ֶׁ֚ And you shall count seven 

weeks of years, 7 years, 7 times, and they shall be for you sev-
en weeks of years, 49 years in total.”( The Torah commands us 
- or at least the Bet Din - to count 7 cycles of 7 years each 
(called weeks) before declaring the Jubilee year, the Yovel, on 
the fiftieth year. 
 
This language mirrors the language used to command us to 
count the seven weeks between Pesach and Shavuot, the seven weeks of the Omer. 

ת ת   ימ ֶׁ֥ ֹות ְתמ  ַבע ַשָבתִ֖ ֶׁ֥ ה ש  ר ַהְתנּוָפִ֑ מ  ת־ע ִ֖ ם א  יֲאכ ִ֔ ָּ֣ ּיֹו֙ם ֲהב  ת מ  ת ַהַשָבִ֔ ָמֳחַרָּ֣ ֙ם מ  ם ָלכ  ֶּ֤ ָֽ ּוְסַפְרת  יָנה ְהי  (And 
you shall count from the day following Shabbat/Yom Tov, from the day of the bringing 
of the Omer, seven full weeks there should be.) The fiftieth day is Shavuot. 
 
Is there a connection between Shavuot - the time of Matan Torah - and Yovel? Each 
one is the end result of a very deliberate process of counting seven times seven and 
each one ends up on the fiftieth. To make the connection tighter, the description of the 
scene on Har Sinai includes a reference to the blowing of the shofar -  במשוך היובל- 
which is the exact same term as the one used to identify the Jubilee year: Yovel. It is 
the only other time that the Torah uses this term aside from a reference to the year of 
yovel. Further, the yovel year is proclaimed on Yom Kippur with a shofar blast, which 
itself hearkens back to Har Sinai.  
 
Why does the Torah suggest that there is something to learn about the relationship 
between Yovel and Matan Torah? 
 
Shavuot is the culmination of the Exodus from Egypt. We count up in anticipation of 
the day of our receiving the Torah, the very purpose of Hashem choosing us as a na-
tion. It is the moment that we transition from being rescued slaves to being slaves to 
Hashem with a higher purpose  ץ ר  ָּ֣ ם ֵמא  י אֹוָתִ֖ את  ר־הֹוֵצֶׁ֥ ם ֲאש  י ֵהִ֔ ים ֲעָבַדָּ֣ ִ֔ ְשָרֵא֙ל ֲעָבד  י־י  י ְבֵנָֽ ֶּ֤ י־ל  ָֽ )כ 
ם(.  י  ְצָרִ֑  That is the explicit reason that the Torah frowns upon any Jew who willinglyמ 
keeps himself in slavery when he has the opportunity to go free.  
 
And what happens on the yovel? Everyone goes free, even those who wanted to re-
main as slaves, and all land in Israel returns to its ancestral owner. It is a re-start that 
symbolizes the freedom that is inherent in every individual. And it is this freedom - 
with our own land, our own families, our own liberty - that allows us to choose to be 
the servants of God rather than servants of other people. 
 
The freedom represented by Yovel - the fiftieth year of the cycle - enables the proper 
servitude to Hashem, represented by Matan Torah, the fiftieth day of the Omer count. 
The connection between the two helps us understand the connection between free-
dom and the uplifting commitment to following Hashem’s wishes. 


